
 

 

BENEWAH SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

Date: December 10, 2024 

Time: 5:00 PM 

Place: USDA Service Center Plummer ID 83851 & Teleconference  

Attendees: 

         USDA Service Center               

Allie Rauch, BSWCD   by Zoom 

Tim Schaffer, Chair   Corey Bonsen, NRCS 

Sherry Klaus, Supervisor   Tyler Opp, CDA Tribe     

Larry Cooke, Supervisor    

Steve Cuvala, IDL, retired 

Jenna Ditzel, ISWCC 

   

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM by Chair Tim Schaffer. 

NRCS 

Corey gave his report (see attached).  New Administrative Assistant to start Monday, December 16th.  
Working on ranking FY2025 EQIP applications.  Still have IRA funds as Act Now and landowners can sign 
up through March 7th to be considered for 2025 funding. CSP general sign up is on right now through 
February 28th.  
 
ISWCC  
Jenna provided the agency report. ISWCC Commissioners meeting is Thursday, December 12th, 2024. 
Recap from the U of I Local Food Summit. Small-midscale producer, post-harvest grants available 
through Idaho Business Builder. Recap from the Farm & Food Symposium in Spokane. Performance 
Report is due 12/20.  
 
BSWCD 
Allie Rauch provided a review of the BSWCD report (see attached).  Tree sale orders total approximately 
10% of total trees so far. A tree price increase was discussed during the District Admin meeting last 
week. The other districts are considering a 30% increase for 2026. A PSP meeting may be held in January 
to discuss this further. The Sheep/Smith Creek culvert replacement project ranked low for funding state-
wide. We are waiting for feedback so the application can be updated and submitted again for next year. 
All work has been completed on the Moses Mtn. Project, we are just waiting on paperwork from the 
county to complete the report and final reimbursement. Match certification was submitted to ISWCC, 
and we have received $14,500 to date.  FFA students are working on fixing crop signs and installing new 
pounding plates for easy installation next year. Automatic payments for Red-Spectrum were set up using 
the credit card. The credit card was also used to purchase a new router and office supplies from 
Amazon. The Legislative Social is on January 20th, and Boundary and Bonner Conservation Districts plan 



 

 

on attending. The district’s website was updated to include the new tree sale order form and minutes 
from this year’s board meetings. 
 
District Business 
Sherry Klaus moved to approve the September meeting minutes and Larry Cooke seconded the 
motion. Motion carried.  
Sherry Klaus moved to accept financials as presented and Larry Cooke seconded.  Motion carried. 
Sherry asked about the Google storage annual fee. Tim clarified that this fee is for cloud storage used as 
a backup. This was recommended by board member Dave in addition to an external hard drive backup. 
Tim had asked about transactions in the transaction list report that do not have descriptions. Most of 
these are tree sale orders, and these descriptions will be updated. Tim asked about negative amounts 
under income. These were duplicated income that Journal Entries corrected. There was also a question 
about Uncategorized income and expenses, which do not fit under other categories. These included a 
refund from Quickbooks and money given to IASCD for door prizes at convention. 
Tim Schaffer moved to approve the Performance Report. Sherry Klaus seconded the motion. Motion 
carried. 
Larry Cooke shared a report from the IASCD conference. 
Sherry Klaus’ term of office expires at the end of 2024, and she has decided not to be reelected. Tim 
Schaffer motioned to appoint Steve Cuvala for the vacant position created and Larry Cooke seconded. 
Motion carried. Steve Cuvala will assume the position effective January 1st, 2025. Sherry has decided 
to stay on the board as an associate supervisor.  
 
Correspondence:  Allie shared a newspaper article from the St. Maries Gazette with the report that 
board member Larry Cooke and his wife Margie Cooke have decided to close retail operations for their 
Christmas Tree farm. A thank you letter was received from Division 6 for participation in the 80th IASCD 
conference. SCO Registry is requiring Conservation Districts to report salaries. There will be further 
discussion as a division on how to proceed. A date for a streambank restoration workshop has been set 
for July 25th, 2025. The workshop will be presented by the University of Idaho Extension and is 
recommended for private landowners with property adjacent to creeks/streams. 
 
Upcoming: 
Next board meeting is January 14th, 2025 @5pm. 
Legislative Social and Display Day January 20th. 2025 
 
Adjournment Item: 
By common consensus the board adjourned the general meeting at 6:03 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Allie Rauch, Benewah SWCD 
 

Approved: _______________________________________________ 

Dated: ___________________________ 

  



 

 

Recap of Motions: 

• Accept financial reports 

• Approval of previous meeting minutes  

• Approval of Performance Report 

• Appointment of Steve Cuvala for vacant board position 

 

 


