
 

 

BENEWAH SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

MEETING MINUTES 

Date: June 10, 2025 

Time: 5:00 PM 

Place: USDA Service Center Plummer ID 83851 & Teleconference  

Attendees: 

         USDA Service Center               

Allie Rauch, BSWCD   by Zoom     

Leann Daman, Supervisor  Jenna Ditzel, ISWCC   

David Crabtree, Supervisor     

Steve Cuvala, Supervisor   

Tim Schaffer, Chair 

Larry Cooke, Supervisor  

Bill Lillibridge, ISWCC  

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM by Chair Tim Schaffer. 

NRCS 
There were no new updates.  
 
ISWCC  
Jenna Ditzel gave an update on ISWCC news. ISWCC has identified two sections of code to eliminate in 
accordance with the Idaho Code Cleanup Act. Legislative suggestions have to be submitted by the end of 
the fiscal year. This process will likely continue into the next fiscal year. The WQPA ranking committee 
will review funding determinations during the ISWCC regular meeting June 16th. District surveys are due 
July 31st. Financial and match reports are due August 16th. All local funds must be received by June 30th. 
 
BSWCD 
Allie Rauch provided a review of the BSWCD report. The PSP website ownership has been transferred to 
Bonner SWCD. The PSP website uses Squarespace and districts may be able to utilize the website to sell 
seedlings online. Tim Schaffer asked if we could connect the inventory to ensure that we don’t over sell 
seedlings on the website and if we know if tariffs will be affecting our 2026 seedlings yet. 319 grant 
applications have been completed for Sheep/Smith and Riverside projects. The district is meeting with 
DEQ and Avista on June 18th to discuss the Riverside project and possible match. The Sheep Creek 
Culvert Replacement Project was submitted for WQPA funding. We are still waiting for the county to 
complete additional ditch rocking on Moses Mtn. We will go ahead and submit a reimbursement 
request for admin and indirect costs for that project. We are waiting on designs and appraisal for the 
Upper Joe Streambank Stabilization project. Bill Lillibridge noted that this project is much more complex 
as that section of river is within the Wild and Scenic area of the St. Joe and requires input from the USFS. 
We expect to hear if our project was selected to move forward in the Western State Fire Manager grant 
process. A change-of-address was submitted for the office. ICRMP agent John Naccarato went over 
office coverage which includes $10K in office equipment and $5.4K in mobile equipment (weather 
stations). ICRMP portal has been set up for supervisors. Supervisors can now access Respectful 



 

 

Workplace training through the portal. The LGIP account has been set up, but funds have not been 
moved into that account yet. Niki at Alpine Summit will be asked about adding that account to our 
Quickbooks balance sheet. With help from Lakeside FFA, most of the crop signs have been placed for the 
season. The Benewah County Farm to Table event was successful and saw attendance from Heyburn, 
Harrison, and Upriver elementary schools. The district had an opportunity to attend the FFA Career 
Development Event on the UI Experimental Forest in Harvard to talk to students about careers in natural 
resources and oversee their forestry competition.  
 
District Business 
Tim Schaffer moved to approve the May meeting minutes and Leann Daman seconded the motion. 
Motion carried.  
Tim Schaffer moved to accept financials as presented and Leann Daman seconded.  Motion carried. 
Allie Rauch presented the proposed FY26 Budget. It was noted that we are waiting to hear if Benewah 
County has approved our request for increased funding. Leann Daman motioned to accept the FY26 
budget as proposed and Tim Schaffer seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
A copy of the District Survey was given to the board. Supervisors will review and provide input at the 
July board meeting.  
Allie Rauch gave a report on the Benewah BOCC meeting. A list of district accomplishments was 
presented and discussed. The district is requesting an additional $2K for a total of $6K in support for the 
district. The board will vote on the funding at the June 23rd meeting. 
Correspondence:  The District has an opportunity to submit nominations for the Governor’s Awards for 
Excellence in Agriculture. A copy of the correspondence will be emailed to the board for consideration. 
  
Upcoming: 
Next board meeting is July 8th, 2025 @5pm 
Modern Homesteading Conference June 27th-28th, 2025, 7 am-5 pm @ Kootenai County Fair Grounds 
6th Grade Resource Tour July 16th-17th, 2025 
 
Adjournment Item: 
By common consensus the board adjourned the general meeting at 5:40 PM.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Allie Rauch, Benewah SWCD 
 

Approved: _______________________________________________ 

Dated: ___________________________ 

Recap of Motions: 

• Accept financial reports 

• Approval of previous meeting minutes  

• Approval of FY26 Budget 


