
 

 

BENEWAH SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

MEETING MINUTES 

Date: May 13, 2025 

Time: 5:00 PM 

Place: USDA Service Center Plummer ID 83851 & Teleconference  

Attendees: 

         USDA Service Center               

Allie Rauch, BSWCD   by Zoom     

Leann Daman, Supervisor  Bill Lillibridge, ISWCC   

David Crabtree, Supervisor  Tyler Opp, CDA Tribe   

Steve Cuvala, Supervisor  Corey Bonson, NRCS 

Tim Schaffer, Chair  

Jenna Ditzel, ISWCC  

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM by Supervisor Dave Crabtree. 

NRCS 
Corey Bonsen gave his report.  The NRCS is down to 2 employees in Plummer and 3 in CDA. The national 
restructuring plan is not out yet, so they are uncertain if there will be more changes. IRA funding is still 
unknown. Additional funding for streambank projects was requested, and they are waiting to see if 
money will be shifted around to accomplish those projects. FSA announced CRP sign-ups starting May 
12th until July 31st. 
 
ISWCC  
Jenna Ditzel gave an update on ISWCC news. WQPA proposals will be accepted until May 15th. Matt 
Weaver, Director of the Idaho Department of Water Resources, has agreed to serve as the Commission's 
Acting Administrator effective immediately upon Delwyne’s retirement. The Conservation District survey 
is due July 31st. Jenna’s last day with ISWCC is July 3rd. 
 
BSWCD 
Allie Rauch provided a review of the BSWCD report. The District sold a couple of extra boxes of white 
pine. Vexar tubes donated to the District were given to tree sale customers and other local landowners 
for seedling protection. The WQPA proposal for Sheep Creek Culvert Replacement was completed. If 
Sheep Creek is not selected for funding, the District will submit it as a 319 project. The Smith Creek 
project will also be resubmitted for 319. A 319 application for the Riverside streambank stabilization 
project has been started. Jenna, Bill, and Allie met with Barry and Shannon Badgett to review a possible 
319 project on the upper St. Joe near Marble Creek. There are 500’ with an additional 200’ possible of 
streambank stabilization that the landowners would like to accomplish. This project would require 
additional permitting and consultation as it is within the wild and scenic portion of the river. The District 
can now receive mail at the building, and will work on changing the address for all correspondence. 
ICRMP North Idaho representative recommended that all board supervisors take Respectful Workplace 
training annually. Text notifications have been set up for the Umpqua Community Credit card for all 
charges and fraudulent alerts. There were numerous outreach and education events in April, including 



 

 

the 3B Community Resource Fair, Forestry Contest, LEPC and CWPP committee meetings. The District 
also assisted UI Extension with their STEM class on horticulture at the middle school in St. Maries. The 
District, with help from FSA, will present to 5th-grade students for a Farm to Table day in St. Maries on 
May 22nd. Crop signs are expected to go out in the next couple of weeks. 
 
District Business 
Leann Daman moved to approve the April meeting minutes and Dave Crabtree seconded the motion. 
Motion carried.  
Tim Schaffer moved to accept financials as presented and Leann Daman seconded.  Motion carried. 
Allie Rauch gave a report on the Spring Division I and PSP meetings. A big takeaway from the Division 
meeting was the importance of boat stations. The board agreed that the District should pursue opening 
a boat station in Benewah County. Starting with the 2027 seed sowing, all districts will pay 70% of the 
grow costs up front, which is an increase from 50%. We are still waiting for the final invoice for this 
year’s seedlings. 
Tim Schaffer moved to approve the Sheep Creek Culvert Replacement WQPA application and Dave 
Crabtree seconded the motion. Motion carried. It was noted that the project was ranked as a high 
priority. If the project is selected for funding, the District will contract the County to accomplish the 
culvert replacement work.  
Tim Schaffer moved to approve the opening of an LGIP account and Dave Crabtree seconded. Motion 
carried. The board agreed to maintain 6 months of expenses in the checking account and to move all 
other funds into the LGIP account.  
Correspondence:  The Idaho Panhandle Resource Advisory Committee is accepting project proposals for 
Title II funding. Project have to be on or near USFS ground. With the passing of HB 160, the District is no 
longer required to go through SIF for workers comp insurance. The District can now explore the open 
market for coverage, keeping in mind that the law sunsets in five years.  
  
Upcoming: 
Next board meeting is June 10th, 2025 @5pm 
Modern Homesteading Conference June 27th-28th, 2025, 7 am-5 pm @ Kootenai County Fair Grounds 
6th Grade Resource Tour July 16th-17th, 2025 
 
Adjournment Item: 
By common consensus the board adjourned the general meeting at 6:05 PM.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Allie Rauch, Benewah SWCD 
 

Approved: _______________________________________________ 

Dated: ___________________________ 

Recap of Motions: 

• Accept financial reports 

• Approval of previous meeting minutes  

• Approval of Sheep Creek Culvert Replacement WQPA application 

• Approval to open LGIP account 


