BENEWAH SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
MEETING MINUTES
Date: April 8, 2025
Time: 5:00 PM
Place: USDA Service Center Plummer ID 83851 & Teleconference
Attendees:
USDA Service Center

Allie Rauch, BSWCD by Zoom
Leann Daman, Supervisor

David Crabtree, Supervisor

Steve Cuvala, Supervisor

Tim Schaffer, Chair

Larry Cooke, Supervisor

Kenna Frantzich, Pheasants Forever

Jenna Ditzel, ISWCC

The meeting was called to order at 5:02 PM by Chair Tim Schaffer.

NRCS

Corey Bonsen was not available to attend the meeting but provided a report. On April 2", National
announced a Deferred Resignation Program 2.0. Their office is expecting to lose one or more from the
team. Bonner and Boundary are down to 2 people, and have requested some help. IRA funding is still on
pause for any new contracts. Payments can be made on existing IRA contracts.

ISWCC

Jenna Ditzel gave an update on ISWCC news. The annual District Budget Hearing will be held during the
June 19" Commission meeting. Districts may present their needs by completing the Budget Hearing
worksheet. The intent is to provide ISWCC with information for the FY27 budget; however, the Division
of Financial Management and the Governor’s office control how much of each expense category the
Commission are allowed to include in their request and cannot factor District requests into the agency
budget request. On March 20™, the Governor signed two bills appropriating money and spending
authority to ISWCC for FY26 and $1,000,000 for WQPA. WQPA proposals are due May 15" and requires
board approval. Jenna recommended submitting the Sheep Ck. Pipe replacement project for WQPA
funding. ISWCC will be having all-staff training in Boise May 6"-9",

BSWCD

Allie Rauch provided a review of the BSWCD report. Seedlings were distributed on April 4. Bennett
Lumber purchased over 58,000 seedlings, which greatly helped out the division. Having one full day for
distribution worked well. Some people had a hard time locating the building. Better directions and a
picture of the building will be included with the distribution information next year. A local landowner
has generously donated used vexar tubes. We will share with those that purchased seedlings. 319 grant
applications are open April 15" through July 15%™. The District plans on resubmitting Sheep/Smith Creek.
The Tribe’s Fish and Wildlife program would like to provide match to help strengthen the application.



We received the county’s reimbursement for the Moses Mtn. 319 project. Additional ditch rocking has
been approved and will be completed using remaining contractual funds. The final report is nearly
complete and will be submitted once additional work is completed. We have received engineering
designs for the Riverside St. Joe 319 project and are now waiting for a cost estimate. There are 1,835 of
proposed streambank stabilization in this project. The only work on the website this last month was
updating the seedling program info to reflect that there are no more trees available for 2025, but we
can accept orders for spring 2026. All updated customer information forms have been submitted to
Umpgqua. The annual and 5-year plan was submitted to ISWCC. For outreach and education, the district
assisted Ul Extension with their Successful Tree Planting class in Plummer on March 28™. The district had
an exhibit table at the Family Forest Landowner’s Conference in Moscow. This conference was well
attended with a little over 170 landowners and foresters. The district plans on assisting Lakeside
Highschool get prepared for the Forestry Contest. A kit with forestry tools (compass, clinometer, logger
tapes, and scaling sticks) has been checked out from the Idaho Department of Lands.

District Business

Leann Daman moved to approve the March meeting minutes and Steve Cuvala seconded the motion.
Motion carried.

Leann Daman moved to accept financials as presented and Dave Crabtree seconded. Motion carried.
Tim Schaffer moved to approve the proposed credit card policy with the language about single
transaction limits removed and Dave Crabtree seconded the motion. Motion carried. Dave asked if the
bank had text message notifications for transactions and fraudulent alerts. If so, the District should set
them up for quick verification of purchases.

Correspondence:

Upcoming:

Next board meeting is May 13", 2025 @5pm

Division | Spring Meeting April 17, 2025, 9 am-3:30 pm @ Scheffelmaier Country Barn

3B Community Resource Fair April 18™, 2025, 10 am-4 pm @ Benewah County Fair Grounds
Forestry Contest May 8™, 2025, @ Farragut State Park

Adjournment Item:
By common consensus the board adjourned the general meeting at 5:55 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Allie Rauch, Benewah SWCD

Approved:

Dated:

Recap of Motions:

e Accept financial reports
e Approval of previous meeting minutes
e Approval of credit card policy



